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An excessively
hot and dry
. summer in the
southeast has
Y 4

| only served to
worsen what is
arecord year
for WNV in
Pennsylvania. Even with the rec-
ord level of virus activity, south-
eastern counties have been kept
out of the top 10 by counties in the
southcentral area of the state
where virus activity is even high-
er. Delaware County ranks third
overall with 236 positive tests in-
cluding three documented human
cases as of early Septem-
ber. Chester County ranks ninth
with 158 positive tests and a sin-
gle confirmed human case as of
early September. Bucks, Mont-
gomery, and Philadelphia hold the
11th, 13th, and 14th positions in

at os
Submitted by Ben Russell

the ranking for WNV positives in
early September. Philadelphia and
Bucks both report a single docu-
mented human case each, so

far. While nobody can quite say
where human case numbers will
end up this year, there is no doubt
that the positive mosquito pool
numbers have eclipsed all other

season combined. County programs
and DEP personnel have been busy

across the region conducting larvi-

ciding treatments and truck mount-

ed ULV adulticiding events in re-
sponse to WNV activity.

Rabies has also seen a significant
uptick this summer in the re-
gion. As of the July report from

PDA, Chester County leads the re-

gion with 16 reported cases from
racoons, cats, a deer, bat, skunk,

and groundhog. Montgomery Coun-

ty has also seen an increase in re-

Happening I

n

ported rabies cases this year. Eight
cases have been documented from
bats, skunks, raccoons, and a cat in
Montgomery County, so far. Three
rabies cases were reported in Dela-
ware County, two in Bucks, and
none have been reported by PA
DOH for Philadelphia in 2012.  Alt-
hough the official PADOH reports
do not reflect any rabies cases in
Philadelphia for 2012, at least one
case was reported in the news
when, in May, a visitor to Wissa-
hickon Valley Park was attacked by
an allegedly rabid raccoon in the
restroom at Valley Green. The vic-
tim was treated for potential rabies
exposure and is expected to be
okay. No word on whether the rac-
coon washed its hand before leaving
the restroom.
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What ©s

. — | think | need to
stop predicting a
busy mosquito

~—iSseason. I
‘/ the end of July,

and West Nile de-

tection in mosqui-
to populations is
at an all time high. Mosquito
spraying has also occurred in
many counties in our region. Four
out of the top five counties for

West Nile detection are in our re-

gion. Ranking is as follows: 1 st

Adams County, 2 nd York County,

3rd Cumberland County and 5 t

Lancaster County. Other counties

have been detecting virus activity

and high mosquito populations.

\
)

John Bitner of Cumber-
land County Vector Control and
Weights & Measures has a new
West Nile Technician, Kelly Arm-
strong. Kelly has a BA in Biology
from Towson University. Kelly
replaces Joe Gangai who had been

Happe
Submitted by Thomas Smith

with Vector Control for eleven
years. Joe has a new county posi-
tion as the primary Inspector of fuel
dispensers. Ray Eckhart, with
Penn State Extension Franklin
County, has been writing articles
for Penn State Extension Pesticide
Education blog. Check it out at:
http://extension.psu.edu/pesticide -
education .

Eric Naguski, of the Dau-
phin County Conservation District
and | were not able to participate in
the Asian Tiger Mosquito project
with Rutgers University. Program
a victim of funding cuts. To help
reduce Asian Tiger concerns in
York County, we have been doing
has much education and partnering
as possible. | have taken time this
year to provide programs about
mosquito concerns to the municipal
administrators and meet with the
representatives of neighborhood
associations in York City. Addition-
al outreach to local municipalities
has included two newsletters about

ning 1 n

our mosquito surveillance program.

For now, | d&dm b
uling my next truck spray event. |
hope to see everyone at the PVCA
conference this fall. York County
already has a story to share about a
personal experience with Rocky
Mountain Spotted
to have a doctor that recognizes
symptoms and provides treatment
without waiting for blood test re-
sults.
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http://www.bartknols.com/index.html
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http://www.independent.co.uk/news/smelly-cheese-joins-the-fight-against-malaria-1351230.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/smelly-cheese-joins-the-fight-against-malaria-1351230.html
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http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0003347212000061
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0003347212000061
http://www.plosone.org/article/info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pone.0032902
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http://www.biol.s.u-tokyo.ac.jp/users/saibou/English.html
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USDA RELEASES 2010 ANNUALReg
PESTI CIl DE DATA PROGRAM
Submitted by Raymond C. Eckhart
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